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up St. Andrew's Hill, passed the church of St. Andrew, and arrived at the "King's Great Wardrobe," the site of which is now occupied by Wardrobe Place in Carter Lane. This house was originally built by Sir John Beauchamp, Warden of the Cinque Ports and Constable of Dover, who lived here till his death in 1359. It was sold by his executors to the king, when it was turned into the office of the Master of the Wardrobe, whose duty it was to provide "proper furniture for coronations, marriages, and funerals " of the sovereign and royal family, " cloaths of state, beds, hangings, and other necessaries for the houses of foreign ambassadors, cloaths of state for Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Prince of Wales, and ambassadors abroad," as also to provide robes for Ministers of State, Knights of the Garter, etc. Thomas Fuller says that the Wardrobe was the depository of the royal vestments which had been worn by past kings upon great festive occasions, and "was in effect a library of antiquities, therein to read the mode and fashion of garments of all ages." This museum was distributed by James I.
Soon after the Restoration Lord Sandwich was appointed to the office of Master of the Wardrobe, and at this house he lived for several years. The last holder of the office was Ralph, Duke of Montagu, who died in 1709.
It was not far to Blackfriars, where there was a bridge or landing-place, or to Whitefriars, where was the Salisbury Court Theatre. The Temple Stairs led to the Temple, with its church, its garden, and its walks, and was also the best landing-place for Lincoln's Inn.
;                           A little farther on were Milford Stairs, at the foot of Mil-
|                        ford Lane, Strand, which is described in Gay's "Trivia"
in the following unflattering lines:
4|                                          " Behold that narrow street, which steep descends,
*|                                            Whose buildings to the slimy shore extends."
14
|                        Here Pepys landed for Gray's Inn;   thus on April  6th,
I                        l6.62> we read: "After I was tired I went and took boat to
I                        Milford Stairs, and so to Gray's Inn Walks, the first time
<L                        I have been there this year, and it is very pleasant and full
of good company."erusal.
